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Suzette Dyer, Principal 

Thursday, November 10, 2016 
 
Dear SLJ Families, 
 
As I am sure you are already intimately aware, this week’s presidential election has generated much 
conversation among our students, staff, and broader school community. As challenging as these 
conversations may be for some,  I have been particularly impressed with our faculty and students’ 
ability to engage in conversations about the democratic process, about how we work together to 
resolve differences, and about how we maintain our work of creating a safe and respectful 
community for all. 
 
As a result of Tuesday’s historic election, you may be experiencing sadness and disgust, or you may 
be experiencing excitement and hopefulness. Whatever the feelings are that exist for you, I know you 
join me in wanting to ensure that at SLJ all students feel heard, respected, and protected. We have 
for a long time been a school celebrated for our Respect for All practices, and while we will continue 
to work to meet those standards in our school, we cannot always be sure what our students and 
families may encounter off campus. In addition to being a safe space for students, we also want to 
share with you – our SLJ families – resources for navigating this presidential transition from home. 
Below are links to several sites to help you in conversations with your children as well as links to 
resources you may want to take advantage of during this time. You can also view these resources 
from the Parent Resources page on our website: www.sljhs.org. 
 
Talking to your children about politics and tolerance resources: 

 NAACP Civic Engagement Resources 
 Tips from New York Metro Parents   
 Respect for All Family Resources 

 
In addition to our school social workers and our guidance team, families can also reach out to: 

 NYC Behavioral and Mental Health Resources 
 Committee for Hispanic Families  
 Arab American Family Support Center 

 
Thank you for continuing to allow our school community to partner with your families in providing 
the very best for SLJ students.  
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Suzette Dyer, Principal 

http://www.sljhs.org/
http://www.sljhs.org/
http://www.naacp.org/campaigns/fighting-for-democracy/
http://www.nymetroparents.com/article/Talking-Politics-with-Your-Kids
http://schools.nyc.gov/RulesPolicies/RespectforAll/StudentResources/default.htm
http://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/hhc/html/about/About-HospServices-OurServices-BehavioralMental.shtml
https://www.chcfinc.org/
http://www.aafscny.org/

