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How To Guide: Preparing for Your College Interview 
  
Research. Be familiar with the school's academic programs, extracurricular activities, and campus life. Look at 

the list of courses for programs you are interested in. 

  

Bring along a list of questions that are appropriate for the person interviewing you. It's fine to refer to this 

list; it will show the interviewer you have come prepared. 

  

Bring along a copy of your most recent high school transcript and resume. In your resume, include 

extracurricular activities, leadership positions, community service and jobs, as well as a list of your special 

skills and accomplishments. This will go into your file in the admissions office. 

  

Arrive on time! Ideally, it would be best to be there 15 minutes early if possible. Most interviews will last 

anywhere from 25 to 45 minutes. 

  

Dress appropriately. Wear something that is comfortable, but that is also appropriate for this type of setting. 

Casual, but not grungy. A dress, or shirt and tie are not necessary. 

  

Prepare some general answers for commonly asked questions. Remember, you won't be graded on your 

responses. The interview is a chance for the admissions officer to see aspects of you that are not reflected in 

your application. 

  

Try not to give one-word answers. If you are asked a “yes or no” question, follow up your “yes or no” with an 

explanation. After all, you've come to the interview to show the interview who you really are. 

  

Make eye-contact. You don't have to stare into the interviewer's eyes, but you should make eye contact when 

you want to emphasize a point. If you are shy or uncomfortable making eye contact with a stranger, practice 

with friends. 

  

Say “yes” or “no”, not “yeah”, “uh-huh”, “nah”, or “nuh-huh”. Never say “you know” or “whatever” in 

response to a question or to finish a thought. 

  

Don't mumble. Enunciate your words. Speak with your head up. Practice. Take a cue from the interviewer. If 

he or she is leaning forward and seems to be straining to understand you, speak up. 

  

When the interview is over, say “thank you” and “good-bye”. Remember to smile and offer another friendly 

handshake. 

  

Be sure to get the interviewer’s contact information so you can write a thank you card or e-mail to the 

interviewer. This is a great opportunity to ask any additional questions. 
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Commonly Asked College Interview Questions 
  

Keep in mind that the interview is NOT a test. There are no trick questions. It's better to be prepared 

generally, so that you don't panic when the interview begins. Try to relax and be yourself! 

  

Here is a list of topics and questions the interviewer may bring up: 

  

Know Yourself Questions: 

● Tell me about yourself briefly.  

● Tell me about your extracurricular activities. (Ace card with hearts) 

● Tell me about your transition to high school. (Number card with spade) 

● What would your teachers say are your best and worst strengths? 

● What are your favorite subjects? What's the toughest? (Face card with spade) 

● Tell me about a challenge or obstacle that you overcame. (Number card with clubs) 

● What do you like to do on your free time. 

● What is your biggest achievement? 

● What is your favorite book and why? (Face card with clubs) 

● What are your strengths and weaknesses. (Ace card with clubs) 

● If I asked your family or friends to describe you, what would they say? 

  

Thinking about Your Future/Know the School Questions: 

● Why do you want to go to this college? 

● What are you interested in studying in college and why? (Number card with hearts) 

● Why are you a good match for this college and this program? 

● What do you want to do after you graduate from college? (Face card with hearts) 

● What could you contribute to the school or student body?  

● What are you most looking forward to in college? 

● What activities or clubs would you like to try in college and why?(Number card with diamonds) 

  

Broader/More Obscure Questions: 

● If you could have lunch with anyone in the world, who would it be and why? (Ace card with diamonds) 

● If you won the lottery, what would you do with the money? (Ace card with spade) 

● What would you change about the world? 

● Where's Waldo? (you probably won't be asked this) 

  

Brief Writing Exercise:  

Based on the playing card you pulled, write a couple sentences to answer the interview question. 

Remember – Show, Don't Tell. Elaborate on your response by telling a story! Be clear and concise. 
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